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An Evaluation of the Research Strategies
on Six Dynasties Supernatural Fiction in Taiwan
Since 1980

Min-hsun Hsieh

Abstract

Every academic discipline has its specific problematiques and strategies in
solving concerned problems. Studies of Chinese literature have no exception.
Being one of the genres in Chinese literature, Six Dynasties supernatural fiction
also has its own development in this regard.

Ever since Lun Xun set up the specific genre for Six Dynasties fiction as
work recording supernatural happenings in A Short History of Classical Chinese
Literature, most of the researches seem to have no way of escaping Lu Xun’s
dominating influence. Researches conducted in this particular field in Taiwan
basically follow the same track. However, as more and more annotations and
analysis come out, the resulting researches tend to move from general survey and
macro outlining to specific investigations and micro perspective, attempting to dig
deep into the intrinsic aspects and to achieve a more rounded picture. This turn
from outer to inner certainly has its own generic and historical factors, and is
inevitable. This study will address the related issues in this development, and try to
contextualize the whole development as well as provide a plausible explanation,
hoping to contribute to our further understanding of this particular change in Six
Dynasties fiction study.

Keywords : Six Dynasties Fiction ~ Chih-kuai - fiction °
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